Certification Comparison Chart
Certification Name

asthma & allergy friendly®

Floorscore®

Greenguard Gold

Cradle2Cradle Gold

allergy
standards.com

Certiﬁcation Logo

allergy
standards.com

Cleaning and Care
Determination of keeping allergen levels
low during cleaning
Airborne Allergens and Irritants
Assessment of airborne solvents and
other irritant or toxic materials during ﬂoor
covering installation and in use
Recovery of Allergens
in the Cleaning System
The allergens removed from the ﬂooring
must be captured by the cleaning system

Flooring for a healthier home
after 1, 2 and 14 days

after 14 days, LEED Credit

after 14 days, LEED Credit

after 7 and 14 days, LEED Credit

after 1, 2 and 14 days

after 14 days

after 14 days

after 14 days

Formaldehyde Emission
speciﬁc limits for formadehyde presence

Other Criteria

KEY STATISTICS

sustainability assessment

People spend up to 90%
of their time indoors

How the Certification Process works

The asthma & allergy friendly® Certification Program seeks
to assist people to identify products which will make a
genuine difference to their indoor environment. It develops
certification standards for relevant categories of products,
and all certified products undergo testing to those standards.
In this way, the consumer can then make an informed choice
about materials like flooring, paint, insulation, consumer
electronics, that they bring into their home.

Indoor concentrations
of pollutants are often
2 to 5 times higher
than typical outdoor
concentrations
9 out of 10 people
breathe polluted air
every day

Test

Report

Certify

Scientific product testing by
a certified laboratory

Product test results & analysis
reports are released

Certification licence is signed
& certificate is issued

Indoor air pollution
is the single most
important environmental
health risk worldwide
Indoor air pollution kills
4 million people a year
Sources: EPA & WHO

EUROPEAN HEADQUARTERS
Trinity Enterprise Campus,
Grand Canal Quay,
D02 RP44, Ireland
Tel: + 353 1 675 5678

USA OFFICE
140 E 45th Street,
41st Floor
New York, NY 10017, USA.
Tel: +1-212-252-2109

www.allergystandards.com

ASIA PACIFIC OFFICE
4th Floor, Seokcheon Bldg, 542,
Samseong-Ro, Gangnam-Gu,
Seoul, Republic of Korea
Tel: +82 2 563 6388

Indoor Air Quality is of particular concern for those
aﬀected by asthma and allergies, but a healthier
home is of broader benefit to all.

In the case of flooring, the release of Volatile Organic
Compounds (VOCs) from the flooring itself and any adhesives
used are a factor that can impact on those with sensitive
airways. Additionally, sticky allergen particles can be more
diﬃcult to remove from some types of flooring.
Our Certification addresses these issues.

GLOBALLY, AIR POLLUTION IS THE SECOND LEADING
CAUSE OF DEATH FROM NON-COMMUNICABLE DISEASES.
WHAT ARE YOU DOING TO HELP?*
Look inside for more details...

*Sources: WHO

VOC Emissions
Assessment of the volatile organic
compounds released

What kind of flooring do we certify?
We certify resilient flooring, including luxury vinyl flooring,
sheet vinyl flooring, vinyl tile, linoleum, and sports flooring.
We do not currently certify carpet, but are always open
to exploring new certification standards. Resilient floor
coverings that are certified asthma & allergy friendly®
are tested to the ASP:05-01 Certification Standard.

“The asthma & allergy
friendly® Certification
Program takes this very simple
concept of safe and codifies
it to build trust for our
customers in our brand.”

USA CONSUMER INSIGHTS: Wants, Needs and Beliefs
*
****

Dhruv Raina,
Tarkett’s Director of Sustainability

What do we look for in flooring?
The first element is allergen removal. We install flooring in
an environmentally-controlled chamber. We introduce
allergen dust into the room and allow it to settle. We take
samples from the flooring to see how much allergen
has settled on it. We then vacuum and mop the flooring
according to defined instructions. We take samples again
after cleaning, and compare the two results to make sure
that the allergen levels on the floor have reduced by over
90%. We also take allergen measurements in the air during
cleaning, and we check that allergen levels in the air do
not increase by more than 10% during cleaning.
The second is how many VOCs (Volatile Organic
Compounds) are emitted when the flooring is installed. We
place a sample of flooring in an environmentally controlled
chamber, where we can measure all of the VOCs released
over 14 days. It is similar to that run for other certifications
such as Floorscore but with slightly different timelines. We
record the levels after 24, 48, and 336 hours, to make sure
that throughout this time period the levels remain low.

Why do we include the
adhesive when we test
flooring?
When you have flooring installed
in your home, if it requires an
adhesive then the indoor air
environment could be impacted by
both VOCs from the flooring and
VOCs from the adhesive. Different
adhesives can give off different
levels and types of VOCs. Because
this is a consumer-focussed
certification, we try to set up all of
our testing to mirror as much as
possible the end user experience.
So where a floor is designed to
be glued down, we would include
the adhesive in the chamber test
to find out what VOCs would be
produced in a home environment.

Certification Clients Include

*Asthma and Allergy Foundation of America.
**Allergy Standards Limited.

